
Describe briefly your advancement in implementation of your work-plan and which preliminary results 

have been achieved  in your project 5000 

Linguistic and ethnocultural dynamics of traditional and non-traditional values in the 

Slavic world 

 

The theme and the major problem of the project “Linguistic and ethnocultural 

dynamics of traditional and non-traditional values in the Slavic world” proved to be 

extremely topical at the beginning of 2020, when the pandemic situation spread all 

over the world, changing the hierarchy of values. It gave us another proof of the 

exceptional significance of what we have been studying in detail for two years in three 

Slavic countries  in a diachronic aspect.  

The consortium concentrated the efforts on defining the main terminology, the list of 

the values to be discussed, collecting appropriate data, studying the bibliography, 

performing field work.  The detailed analysis of basic, ideological and religious values 

((love, life, personal name, language, nature, Slavic brotherhood, patriotism, soul, 

faith, literacy and books) is in the core of the project. These values are investigated 

with the help of linguistic, folkloristic, ethnographic and historic methods. The 

cooperation of the Russian, Bulgarian and Slovak colleagues allowed us to compare 

and to adjust the methodology of investigating the values as represented in various 

types of oral and written texts, including archive historic documents.  

Specific features of a value have been scrutinized, which lead to the conclusion that 

any value can be ambivalent and in certain circumstances can develop the status of 

anti-value. The evaluation depends on the context, it functions in the frame of binary 

opposition and frequently needs additional language means like suffixes, or an epithet.  

Another task was to describe the non-traditional values as compared to the traditional 

ones. We  argue that there is no precise border between the two types of the values, but 

the new contemporary values, typical for post-socialist countries, would have a set of 

specific parameters. To designate the new values we  take into account: peculiarity of 

the discourse and narratives, declarative intention of the narrator, „individualistic‟ 

style, expression of the modern mental and moral orientation, influence of a different 

culture. As far as the terms for values are concerned – they are mostly non-Slavic, 

borrowed (leadership, career, self-realization etc). The analysis of the traditional 

values led us to the conclusion that many of them are very stable and are just modified 

a bit in the modern Slavic countries, to have an aura of non-traditional values. Even 

more, some of the non-traditional values (success, good luck, talent, leadership) turn 

out to be very relevant in the traditional societies as well, occasionally denoted by 

different words.  

 Revolution in ideology, economy and religious views provokes massive change in the 

hierarchy of the values, which is thoroughly studied on the example of theological 



texts (Bulgarian and Slovak members‟ studies). The Christian pathetic messages are 

denying and blaming the values of the pre-Christian world. They also manifest the new 

images, objects and qualities for worship (Lord, Trinity, Mother of God, chastity, 

icons, etc). Much later, during the socialist atheistic times the Christian values were 

officially declared as anti-values, and new ideological hierarchy was established. 

During perestroika, even the most active atheists start to show up as Christians, who 

share the Orthodox values. This is just one example of the dynamics of the traditional 

and non-traditional values. 

In 2018 we had a joint symposium organized by Bulgarian team View on Slavic 

Axiology, where we discussed the main methodological problems of the project and 

delivered 16 papers. The discussion brought to light many important linguistic and 

historic axiological issues, relevant for our further research work. It showed vital 

interconnections of the values, which taken into account various contexts, broad the 

very comprehension of this notion. The review of this symposium was published in 

Russian and Bulgarian academic journals and mass-media. After the symposium a 

volume of studies was published in Russia. 

In 2019 we had a joint symposium “Axiological investigation into the Slavic 

languages” was organized in Bratislava by the Slovak team. The discussion and the 16 

papers delivered  showed the development of the ethnolinguistic methodology, which 

was one of the aims of the project, and also more joint research topics. This meeting 

resulted in publication of a collective monograph under the name of the conference. 

The monograph contains three parts according the materials studied (liturgic and 

theological texts, folklore and ethnology, history) and 13 chapters, two of which are 

joint production of Russian, Bulgarian and Slovakians scholars.  

The site www.slavicvalues.com, pages on the Facebook, Vkontakte as well as on the 

sites of the three academic institutes gives the approach to the publications and news 

of the consortium.  

The theoretic and practical materials of the projects have been used in the Universities 

lectures in the three countries. The three teams read popularizing lectures in libraries 

and at centers of Slavic cultures and widely shared the field research made thanks to 

the program.   

 

Number of join publications peer reviewed 

One book of studies (16 texts by the members of the consortium), edited by the three 

team leaders (with a joint Foreword); one collective Russian-Bulgarian-Slovakian 

monograph with 13 chapters by all the members  with two  Russian-Bulgarian and 

Russian-Slovakian chapters. 

 

http://www.slavicvalues.com/


Number of conference presentations 

In 2018 there were 38 academic papers delivered: 18 by 5 members of the Russian 

team at international conferences in Russia and abroad, three public lectures are read.  

20 papers by Bulgarian and Slovak teams.  

In 2019 there were 38 papers  altogether: 18 by 5 members of the Russian team, and  

20 by Bulgarian and  Slovak teams together. 

 

Does your consortium plan joint proposals for further cooperation 

The scholars of the consortium would love to go on with the project topic. We would 

like to follow the metamorphoses in the hierarchy of the values when  drastic change 

in the economics, sociology, style of life and the languages takes place. We still go on 

with our subjects, working together on the new and old values in the modern language, 

folklore, religious and historical texts, planning presentations and joint publications. 

The comparative methodology will be in the core of our studies. 

 


